
NATURE,SCOPEANDAPPROACHESTO

COMPARATIVEPOLITICS

Although the terms ‘ comparative politics’ and ‘ comparative
government’ areusually
used loosely and interchangeably, there still lies a point of difference between
thetwo.
While comparative government deals with an extensive study of different
political
systems with special emphasisontheir institutionsand functions, comparative
politics
hasamuchbroaderscope.Itcoversall thatwhichcomesunder thestudy ofthe
latter,
along with the study of non-state politics. Hence, comparative politics covers a
much
widerareainthestudyofpolitics.
MajorApproaches

But whatever theapproachortheoriginofits ideas,wecansaythatpolitical
science as a discipline is concerned with the problems of ends; the goals of
good
society; themeansofgoverninginsuchamanner astorealizethegoodsociety,
theactivitiesoftheruled(thepublic),especiallypoliticalactionspersonifiedin
voting,publicopinionandattitudeformation;andtheunderlyingconnections
between society and government. Its key concern is with power— how it is
shared
throughparticipationandrepresentationandhowitisaffectedbygrowthand
change.

Thestudyofcomparativepoliticsissointerestingbecauseofthedifferent
approaches, methods and techniques used in the realization of ‘ political
reality’ . Anumber
of significant writers hold contrary viewpoints and adopt different strategies.
Theresults,
however, seem to be interrelated or synonymous. With the passage of time,
some



approaches have become stringent and have had to give way to new and
contemporary
methods.
With a view of highlighting the meanings of different themes used in the sphere
of
contemporary political analysis, David Apter defines some of them in the
following
manner:
Paradigm: It isa framework ofideasthatestablishesa generalcontextof
analysis.Fundamentally,paradigmscombinea mixtureofphilosophical
assumptionsandcriteriaofvalidknowledge. Theresultingcombinationsare
sharplydistinguishedfromeachother.
Theory:It isageneralizedstatementsummarizingtherealorsupposedactions
ofasetofvariables,whether dependent, orindependent,orintervening.
Parametersrepresent theconditionswithinwhichindependent variables
operate.Amacroormicrotheorymay dealwithlargeorsmallgroupsor
units. Moreover, itmaybeabstract, or formalornotational, or concrete.
Method:It isawayoforganizing atheory forapplicationtodata. Thus,
methodsareknownbythenamesofconceptualschemes. Theymay beof
many typeslikecomparative, configurational, historical, simulativeand
experimental.
Technique:It linksmethodtotherelevant data.It representsvariousmodes
of observation and ways of recording empirical information. As such,
techniques
varyinappropriateness,sampling, public-opiniontesting,interviewing,
regressionanalysis, factoring,scalingandtesting.
Model:It isa simplifiedwayofdescribingrelationships. It canbeconstructed
fromaparadigm, atheory, amethodora technique. It maybetypological,
descriptive,formal, mechanical, organismic, biological, etc.
Strategy:It isapeculiarwayofapplyingoneormorecombinationsofthe
abovetypetoa researchproblem. It isrequiredthat qualityandintegrity
shouldbecombinedinastrategy.Agood strategyfitsaproblem, theory,
methodsandtechniquestogetherinasystematicandcoherentway.



Researchdesign:Itconvertsstrategy intoanoperationalplanforfieldwork
oranexperiment. It isaprospectusor anoutlinefromwhichresearchis
carriedforward.It isafinalstageinprofessionalresearchpreparation.


