NATURE, SCOPEANDAPPROACHESTO
COMPARATIVE POLITICS

Although the terms ° comparative politics’ and ° comparative
government’ areusually

used loosely and interchangeably, there still lies a point of difference between
thetwo.

While comparative government deals with an extensive study of different
political

systems with special emphasis ontheir institutions and functions, comparative
politics

has amuchbroaderscope. It covers all that which comes under the study of the
|atter,

along with the study of non-state politics. Hence, comparative politics covers a
much

wider areainthe study of politics.

Major Approaches

But whateverthe approach orthe originof its ideas, we can say that political
science as a discipline is concerned with the problems of ends; the goals of
good

society; the means of governingin such amanner astorealize the good society,
the activities of the ruled (the public), especially political actions personifiedin
voting, public opinion and attitude formation; and the underlying connections
between society and government. Its key concern is with power— how it is
shared

throughparticipationand representation and how itis affected by growthand
change.

The study of comparative politics is sointeresting because of the different
approaches, methods and techniques used in the realization of * political
reality’ . Anumber
of significant writers hold contrary viewpoints and adopt different strategies.
Theresults,
however, seem to be interrelated or synonymous. With the passage of time,
some



approaches have become stringent and have had to give way to new and
contemporary

methods.

With a view of highlighting the meanings of different themes used in the sphere
of

contemporary political analysis, David Apter defines some of them in the
following

manner:

Paradignt Itis a framework of ideas that establishes a general context of
analysis. Fundamentally, paradigms combine a mixture of philosophical
assumptions and criteria of valid knowledge. Theresulting combinationsare
sharplydistinguished fromeach other.

Theory:ltis ageneralized statement summarizing thereal or supposed actions
of asetofvariables, whether dependent, orindependent, orintervening.
Parametersrepresent the conditions withinwhichindependent variables
operate. Amacro ormicrotheory may deal with large or small groups or

units. Moreover, itmaybe abstract, or formal or notational, or concrete.

Method: It is away of organizing atheory forapplicationtodata. Thus,

methods areknownbythe names of conceptual schemes. They may be of
many types like comparative, configurational, historical, simulative and
experimental.

Technique:ltlinks methodtotherelevant data. It representsvarious modes

of observation and ways of recording empirical information. As such,
techniques

varyin appropriateness, sampling, public-opiniontesting, interviewing,
regression analysis, factoring, scalingandtesting.

Model:Itis a simplified way of describing relationships. It can be constructed
fromaparadigm, atheory,amethod oratechnique. It maybetypological,
descriptive, formal, mechanical, organismic, biological, etc.

Strategy: It isapeculiarway of applying oneor more combinations ofthe
abovetypetoaresearch problem. Itisrequired that qualityand integrity
shouldbe combinedin astrategy. Agood strategyfits aproblem, theory,
methods andtechniquestogetherin a systematic and coherentway.



Researchdesign:It converts strategy into anoperational plan forfield work
oranexperiment. Itis aprospectus oranoutlinefromwhichresearchis
carried forward. ltisafinal stagein professional research preparation.



